In 1897, Moritz Steinschneider published in Leipzig his Vorlesungen über die Kunde hebräischer Handschriften (Lectures on the Discipline of Hebrew Manuscripts).
1 Admittedly the least influential of his works, the Vorlesungen are nonetheless fundamental for our understanding of Steinschneider's oeuvre and of his comprehensive approach to Hebrew manuscripts, their history and description.
2 It is in this perspective, rather than as a historian of the Wissenschaft des Judentums or a biographer of Steinschneider's, that I have turned to the study of the Vorlesungen. This paper describes my appreciation of Steinschneider's methodological and theoretical premises in his study of Hebrew manuscripts.
The Vorlesungen are the published lectures that Steinschneider delivered at the Veitel-Heine-Ephraim'sche Lehranstalt from 1859 until his death. The date of the beginning of his lectureship at the VeitelHeine-Ephraim'sche Lehranstalt is crucial in Steinschneider's life: at the age of 43 he finally succeeded in obtaining his first permanent, regular appointment, and he was to teach there for the next 48 years. The Vorlesungen, written after years of lecturing at the Institute, are the fruit of decades of cataloguing and research on Hebrew manuscripts.
